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Take a DEEEEP breath.
No. That wasn’t deep enough. Try again.
Breathe in slowly while counting to 5. 1…2…3…4…5.

Hold it.
And release.

Ah! Doesn’t that feel good!!!
Maybe you’ll want to do that exercise one more time before I tell you that it’s November.

November, the season for:
All Saints Sunday… Election Day…Veteran’s Day…

Christ the King Sunday…Thanksgiving… The First Sunday of Advent

Ohhhh! And did I mention…DEDICATION SUNDAY!!! You know, the day when our Stewardship
Campaign culminates in a celebration as we dedicate our financial gifts to God.

In Matthew 22:21 Jesus says to the pesky Pharisees, "Give the Emperor what belongs to him
and give God what belongs to God." Oh, we know about paying taxes to the emperor. We HAVE to do
so whether we like it or not!!! But why give to God? Well, for one thing, God can do so much with our
gifts.

We see a line in the budget for missions, but we never meet the homeless men and women who
are fed at Manna House or the home that was made livable by a VIM team in Kentucky.

We see a line item for a mortgage, but we cannot look down the generations and count how
many will find healing here, or belonging, or salvation.

We pack a bag of food or send some money to a local Food Pantry and we don’t realize that our
help was just enough to get some family over the hump and keep them off the streets.

There’s a line item for our music ministry but we don’t hear the story about a woman who was
giving up hope until she heard the choir sing and, for the first time in months, her heart was filled with
inexpressible joy.

We understand the line item for “education.” After all, our children attend Sunday school. But we
can’t see that child standing before the Bishop giving her life into God’s service as an Ordained Minister
in the United Methodist Church.

Rarely is it granted to us to see the fruit of our giving, but what I have seen convinces me that
God can—and does—make so much of our gifts.

A second reason we give to God is that the more we give, the more we receive. I’m not talking
about dollars and cents, of course. Peace of mind and hope of heart, strength for the journey and
brothers and sisters to share the road, a community to help raise my children, a place to sing and weep
and work for things that matter. I don’t know how to put a price on those things. A tithe seems cheap for
all of that. In the economy of God, the more we give ourselves to God, the more room we make within
ourselves to receive from God.

Jesus said, give God what belongs to God! ! In our baptism we gave ourselves to God. When we
joined the church we confirmed that we were sealed with the mark of Christ’s ownership. You belong to
God! I belong to God. Have we given God what belongs to God? Have we given our time, our talents,
our gifts our service, ourselves to God?

If we have, then the numbers will add up, the percentages will work out. If you start in the right
place, you’ll end up in the right place. The right place to start is not with your calculator, not with your
check-book, not with your budget. Start with God, and go from there.

Breathe in slowly while counting to 5. 1…2…3…4…5.
Hold it. That’s God’s breath filling your lungs.

And release.
In God’s Service,
Pastor Karen



November/December Highlights

Saturday, November 1 9:30 – 11:30 AM New Member’s Class

Sunday, November 2 All Saint’s Sunday/
Family First Sunday

Saturday, November 8 6:00 – 8:00 PM Beachmont Hayride

Sunday, November 9 11:00 AM Reception of New Members

Saturday, November 15 9:00 AM Rehearsal for Christmas Concert

Sunday, November 16 Consecration Sunday

Wednesday, November 19 7:00 PM Healing Service

Saturday, November 22 8:00 AM - ? Outside Clean-up Day

Friday, November 21 –
Saturday, November 22 24-Hour Prayer Vigil

Sunday, December 7 10:15 AM – 1:00 PM Family First Sunday/Coffee Hour

Sunday, December 7 4:00 PM Christmas Concert

Friday, December 12 6:00 – 8:00 PM Youth Christmas “Advent”ure

Saturday, December 13 9:00 – 10:00 PM Rehearsal for Sunday school
pageant (ages 5 & older)

Saturday, December 20 1:00 – 2:30 PM Rehearsal for Sunday school
pageant followed by Christmas party

Sunday, December 21 11:00 AM service Sunday school pageant

Christmas Eve Services
Family Service 7:00 PM

Candlelight Service 9:00 PM



THANK YOU VERY MUCH

The Senior High Sunday School Class
would like to thank everyone who helped
in many ways Friday and Saturday,
October 3 and 4, with the Bake Sale at
the Linden Heights Fall Bazaar. The
Senior High class made $180.30, all of
which goes toward the church's
mortgage, as the class had decided
ahead of time. Thank you, everyone!

Anyone in grades 9-12 is invited to
join the Senior High class. Class meets
downstairs every Sunday at 9:15 A.M.
We meet in the sanctuary for a short
time with the rest of the Sunday School
classes on the First Sunday of each
month. If you haven't attended yet this
year and would like to join at any time,
we are waiting for you!

- Mrs. Linda Myers

Thanksgiving Food Baskets

Once again this year,
we will be filling food
bags for the needy.
The Sunday school
children have been
decorating bags to be
filled with
Thanksgiving goodies.

The bags will be available after the
worship services on November 9 & 16.
We would appreciate having all the bags
returned to the church by Sunday,
November 23. If you would like to make
a monetary donation for the purchase of
turkeys, please make checks payable to
Linden Heights UMC. Thank you for
participating in this mission project.

- The Missions Committee

Linden Heights is having a prayer vigil
starting at 6:00 PM on November 21 and
ending at 6:00 PM on November 22 for
Thanksgiving and Advent. You can pray
for 15 minutes, a half hour, an hour or
any time that fulfills you. So we know
that all the time slots are filled, please
put your name on the sign-up sheet in
the narthex. Jeff Lawrence will be
staying at the church during the vigil so
no one will be left alone during the night
hours.

Family First Sundays

We will be having our coffee hour
(actually several hours) on November 2
and December 7 as part of the Family
First Sundays. Food donations are
needed for both Sundays. You do not
have to make something from scratch, a
purchased item is fine. Some
suggestions are fruit, veggies & dip,
cheese, small sandwiches, cakes, donuts,



bagels & brownies. Please contact Cheryl
Wooden at 410-823-1612 if you have any
questions.

Christmas Greetings

Linden Heights provides two ways to
send Christmas greetings to your church
family. There will be a mailbox in the
narthex for Christmas cards to be
dropped starting on November 30.
After the cards are sorted, please
check the box to see if you have any
cards addressed to you.

Or, use the “Alternative Christmas
Cards” to send holiday greetings. Save
time, money and still send good wishes to
your church family. Christmas greetings
with names listed will be placed as an
insert in the Christmas Eve bulletins.
The cost is $5.00. Please make checks
payable to Linden Heights UMC.

You will find the order form at the end
of this newsletter. You can either drop
it in the offering plate or mail it to the
church office by December 4.

Along with the alternative card insert is
the order form for poinsettias just in
case you need one. (Deadline for
poinsettia orders is November 16).
Extra forms will also be on the narthex
table.

"What Sweeter Music"
Christmas Concert

Mark your calendars now for this year's
Christmas concert at Linden Heights,
titled "What Sweeter Music" which will
take place on December 7, 2008 at 4
p.m. The concert will feature
the Chancel Choir, Joyful Sounds
Handbell Choir and guest harpist
Jacqueline Pollauf. Tickets are not
required, but a free-will offering will be
taken. The concert will be followed by a
reception. Plan to attend and enjoy an
afternoon of beautiful music to welcome
the Christ child.

The first meeting of parents and
potential confirmands will be on Monday,
November 10 at 7:00 PM in the
Education Building, Youth Room. The
classes will be on Sunday mornings
during the Sunday school hour from 9:15
– 10:15 AM, beginning in January. There
will be service projects and field trips
that are also required. Pastor Karen will
be reviewing the requirements for
confirmation in detail during the
November 10th meeting.

If you plan to be confirmed this year,
you must be in the 6th grade or older and
attend the November 10th meeting.
Confirmation will be on Pentecost
Sunday, May 31, 2009.



Companions-In-Faith

Once the confirmation class has been
formed, each of the youth will need a
congregation member to act as their
mentor. Some of the ways you can support
these students includes:

- Praying for them daily
- Send an encouraging note or card
- Take them out to McDonald’s,

arrange a hike, do something fun
- Look for them in church and

encourage them
- Stand with them when they are

confirmed on May 31, 2009.

Confirmation class will begin in January so
there is time to pray over your decision. If
you would like to be a companion-in-faith,
please contact the church office.

Manna House Mission Project

Linden Heights cooks and serves breakfast
on the months that have a 5th Saturday.
We will be serving cooking and serving on
November 29. Manna House only allows us
four servers so only a few can go down, but
we are in need of cooks.

If you would like to cook, you would need to
be at the church at 6:00 AM. Volunteers
will be leaving for Manna House at 7:45
AM. Please contact Gail Discher if you are
interested at 410-665-5662. You have to
speak to Gail in order to participate in the

trip because of the limited space. Thanks
in advance.

This year’s Sunday school Christmas
program will be held on Sunday, December
21 during the 11:00 AM worship service.
We will be holding a rehearsal Saturday,
December 13, from 9:00 – 10:00 PM for all
children, except those who are 3 & 4 years
old. On Saturday, December 20, from 1:00
– 2:00 PM, we will be having a rehearsal for
all children, with our annual Sunday school
Christmas party following the rehearsal.
The party will finish by 2:30 PM. Please be
sure your child attends the rehearsals or
notifies his/her teacher or me if there is a
problem.

If your child receives a costume to wear in
the program, please:

1. Adjust the sleeves and hem (tape or
pins will do.)

2. Press the costume.
3. Return the costume on Saturday,

December 20, with your child’s name
pinned to the front.

Thank you,
Ruth Snyder, 410-592-8417


