The Linden Letter July/August, 2008

My friends in Christ:

This week, 1 had the joy and privilege of spending five days with forty-five children as we
surfed our way through the scriptures. How precious it was to see the countenance of our
children change from timid at the beginning of the week to unabashedly confident by the end
of the week. This transformation could not have taken place without the many hours of hard
work and prayers by our volunteer VBS staff. Our thanks to Barbara Yingling and the VBS
staff who spent countless hours preparing to teach, feed, play with, entertain and love our
children.

This year, our Lay Leader, Jeff Lawrence, showed up on the first day with his hair painted
orange. “I'm letting my light shine,” he announced as he showed off his new do. He and
several other volunteers used their vacation days to spend this important time with our
children. What a way to let your light shine!!!!

In a few more weeks, several of our church members will be traveling to Henderson
Settlement to help the less fortunate. They will be rehabilitating homes and serving God's
children in Kentucky. Again, many of the volunteers will use their vacation days to help
others.

We are also excited to have seven of our children attending Christian Camps this summer.
Because of your financial help, each of the seven children was awarded a scholarship to help
with the cost of the camps. | hope that you are as excited as 1 am to find out about their
summer camping experiences!!

Teaching summer Sunday school, sharing special summer music, leading small groups,
preparing for summer church picnics and landscaping the columbarium are but a few of the
other volunteer efforts that are occurring around the church this summer.

We at Linden Heights are blessed to have so many church members who, in both big and small
ways, are helping to reveal God's reign here on earth. As we scatter the seeds of faith, we
must be confident that God will cause many will take root and grow into a mature harvest.

Thank you for your faithfulness. May God bless you as you serve God and your neighbor.
And, remember to LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE!!

Peace,
Pastor Karen



July/August Highlights

July 16 7:00 PM
July 19-26
August 16-23

August 31

S’é%APTISM

Lucas Austin Willinger
Son of Tanya & Byron Willinger

10:30 AM

Baptized into the faith on
June 22, 2008

We welcome Lucas as a preparatory
member of Christ's Family

How Can WE Keep From
Singing?

“My lite flows on in endless song,
above earth's lamentation.

I hear the clear, though far off hymn
that hails a new creation.

No storm can shake my inmost calm

while to that Rock I'm clinging.

Since love is Lord of heaven and earth,

how can I keep from singing?”
-Robert Wadsworth Lowry

Healing Service
Henderson Mission Trip
Pastor Karen on Vacation

One Service Sunday

As we witness God's creation and
experience the patterns and rhythms of
life, music seems to pour out of us. Itis
for this reason that worship and music
often appear inseparable. Music in worship
dates back to our Hebrew ancestors who
left us a book of Psalms for worship. The
word “psalm” is derived from Greek and
means “to be sung with a harp”. Some of
the greatest classical music of the past
millennium was composed for worship.
Today, musicians continue to compose and
perform music that expresses the love and
majesty of God. There is something about
music that allows us to momentarily
transcend the earthly realm and glimpse
heaven.

In the genre of worship music, I would
(with great and admitted bias) argue that
nothing holds quite the power of choral
singing. Singing praise to God in a choir has
a truly transcendent effect on the singer.
Choirs provide a unity of many parts that
reflects the oneness of God. Itis
something that you have to experience to
understand.



2008-2009 is the year to experience it. By
now you have heard about With a Voice of
Singing, the year-long celebration of music
at Linden Heights. As the summer draws
to a close, please consider joining the choir.
Do it to experience the profound and
powerful worship that dates back millennia.
Do it for the fun and fellowship. Do it
because songs of praise overflow from all
creation. Do it to worship our Creator.

No musical experience is necessary; just a
willingness to praise God in song. As
always, I, or any choir member are happy to
answer any questions you have. | hope to
see you at the first rehearsal on
Thursday, September 4th at 8 p.m. in
the choir room. And may our music at
Linden Heights be, as J.S. Bach signed each
of his compositions, “Soli Deo Gloria,” or
solely for the glory of God.

-Gary Van Essen

Pastor Karen will be
on vacation the
week of August 16-
23, 2008. Please
contact the church office if you have a
family emergency during this time.

Summer Office Hours

During July & August, the office will be
open on Wednesdays & Thursdays from
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM. Starting in
September, the hours will be Tuesdays &
Thursdays from 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM.

Please check the announcements on Sunday
mornings for any changes that might occur.
- Debbie Singer
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Welford McCaffrey
Entered into the fellowship
of the Linden Heights church family
on November 26, 2000

Entered into the fellowship
of the church triumphant on
June 3, 2008

Jack Freistat

Entered into the fellowship
of the Linden Heights church family
on March 16, 1986

Entered into the fellowship
of the church triumphant on
June 6, 2008

Margaret Leef
Entered into the fellowship
of the Linden Heights church family
on June 10, 2007

Entered into the fellowship
of the church triumphant on
June 13, 2008

Linden Heights expresses its deepest
sympathy to all of these families.



Finances for April:

Operating Expenses:

Income $11,564.00
Expenses 13,694.00
Loss (2,130.00)
Building Fund
Income $3,014.00
Mortgage 2,314.89
Net 699.11

Mortgage as of 5/31/08 $68,054.06

2008 Budget Analysis:

Total budgeted amount $200,774.51

Budget to date 83,656.05
Actual to date 80,615.79
% of actual to date

vs 2008 total 40.15%
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Pamela Erdman
&
Michael Potter
Entered into Holy Wedlock
At Linden Heights on May 17, 2008

Pam is the daughter of Mary Ann & Ken
Erdman of our congregation.
Our congratulations to the happy couple!

Vacation Bible School
“Beach Party, Surf’in through the
Scriptures”

What a fun time we had during VBS. The
children learned bible stories, verses, made
tambourines and headband sun catchers.
We learned new songs, how to do the twist
and the monkey. It was a pleasure to have
such a great group of children, teachers
and volunteers.

Many thanks to all of these wonderful
people and, anyone else I may have missed,
who volunteered their time and shared
God’s love with the 45 children here at
VBS:

Teachers: Jennifer Sheats, Ruth Snyder,
Judy Coleman & Kazia Patterson

Adult & Youth Classroom Assistants:
Jeff Lawrence, Rose Ruppersberger, Justin
Ahmer, Lauryn Singer, Gabriel Coleman,
Lauren Fitch, Abi Green, & Bob Fischer

Worship & Music: Pastor Karen, Patti
McDonnell, Debbie Singer

Crafts: Alicia McBride, Katherine
McBride, Grayson Osborn & Brad Ropka

Recreation: Delaney Hagy & Jake O'Neil

Snacks: Pat Erdman, Norma Sullivan, Sally
Morris

Shirt Iron-ons: Barb Yingling, Norma
Sullivan, Sally Morris, Cheryl Wooden

Registration & Party: Mary Ann Erdman



